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WILL BE FREE . . .
AND FAIR'  PRIME Minister Narendra Modion
v Thursday reached out to the Kash.
BEWINGt g 16 Sell the nubiification of At
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coopeiation witn
the Centre will help
put an end to
terrorism

and separatism

in the region

Govt respects
objections of those
who are opposed to
the new plan and is
working to address

them. | urge them
them to put
nationa!l jnterasts
stpreme and help
government in
giving Jammu,
Kashrmir and

Ladakh a new

direction

ticle 870 and reorganising the state
asthe magic bulletto usher inanew
era of allround development and
prosperity:

In his nearly 10-minute-long ad-
dress to the nation, Modi under-
scored that Article 370 was imped-
ing development. He talked abous
cerruption and dymasty impacting
Zrowth in the state and how Article
370 deprived people of J&K from en-
Joying facilities available in other
parts of the country. But the speech
hardly had any mention of ways to
counter alienation and militancy:

Referring to the current lockdown
in the state, he said the situation
will ease gradually. “I want to as-
sure friends of J&K that the situa-
tion will gradually remu n to now
malcy and their difficulties will
ease.”

Modi wished peonle onthe sve of
Eid and said the government is
WOrking tu ensure people aren’t
troubled on the day of the festival,
adding the government is also help-
ing these who want to go home to
J&K to celebrate Eid.

“Article 370 and Article 354 gave
only separatism, nepotism and cor-
ruption to the people. The rightsen-
Joyed by the daughters of other re-
gions were not enjoyed by those of
J&K. The SCs, §Ts and OBCs in In-
dia enjoy special benefits but it did
notapply in J&K,” Modi said adding
that the ahrogation of the two Arti-
cles hascreated a level playing fisld.

“The financial benefits for Cen-
tral government emplovees, includ-
ing security forces, like LTC, HRA
and more will be provide to those
posied In J&K, Alse, vacant posts in
J&K will be filled.” he assured. The
PM also urged industrialists, PSUs
and other stuleholders to take polt-
ey decisions that could henefit the
volitli of the winie




